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our Saxon ancestors in this island. Those people, says Bede, worshipped an imaginary deity, called Eostre, \vhose feast they celebrated every year, at this season; the name remained when the worship was altered. Others conceive the name to be derived from an old Saxon word importing rising: Easter-day thus signifying the day of resurrection. Easter Sunday is not strictly the anniversary day of our SAVIOUR'S resurrection, hut is the day appointed by the Church to be kept in remembrance of that event. After great difference of opinions, it was decided in the council of Nice that Easter-day should be kept on the Sunday following the Jewish feast of the passover, which passover is kept on the 14th day, or full moon, of the Jewish month Nisan. At the same time, to prevent all uncertainty in future, it was made a further rule of the Church, that the full moon next to the Vernal (or Spring) Equinox should be taken for the full moon of the month Nisan, and the 21st of March be accounted the Vernal Equinox. Easter Sunday, therefore, is always the Sunday following the full moon which falls on, or next after, the 21st of March. Easter is thus observed with reference to the feast of the passover, on account of the typical quality of that day; the annual sacrifice commanded by the Jewish law, being regarded as a type of the greater sacrifice of CHRIST for our redemption, and the deliverance of the Israelites out of Egypt as a type of our deliverance from sin and death by His merits.
EBIONITES. Ancient heretics, who denied the Divinity of our LORD. Origen supposes them to have been so called from the Hebrew word Ebion, which in that language signifies poor; because, says he, they were poor in sense, and wanting in understanding.
ECCLESIASTES. A canonical book of the Old Testament. It is called " the words of the preacher, the son of David, king of Jerusalem," that is, of Solomon, who from the great excellency of his instructions, was emphatically styled " the Preacher."
ECCLESIASTIC. A person holding any office in the sacred ministry of the Church. *
ECLECTICS, or Modern Platonics. A sect which arose in the Christian Church towards the close of the second century. They professed to make truth the only object